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The passing of these grants for 1928-29 was subjected to orga-
nized obstruction at the hands of the Opposition; and in addition
to the three divisions on motions for the reduction of the grants
no less than eleven divisions were taken on motions for the
adjournment of the discussion or for closure of the debate, and
in 7 cases divisions were taken on the question that a grant be
passed: the Government won all the 18 divisions; in 11 they had
the support of a majority of the elected members of- the Council:
5 divisions were won with the help of nominated non-officials,
and 2 with the help of officials.
If the moving of these additional demands is to l>e a per-
manent feature of the financial business of the Legislative Council,
and there is nothing inherently wrong in the procedure, express
provision should be made for it in the rules.
38. After the close of each financial year, the Accountant-
General prepares Appropriation Accounts which compare for each
grant and for the principal items in thr grant the sum voted by
the Legislative Council with the amount actually spent. These
accounts are considered in detail by the Public Accounts Com-
mittee whose duty it is to deal with the Audit and Appropria-
tion Accounts of the province and such other matters as the
Finance department may refer to it. It is composed of ten mem-
bers of whom 7 are elected by the non-official members of the
Legislative Council and 3 nominated by the Governor; the Finance
Member is its Chairman; and it is reconstituted anew for each
financial year. The Committee is entitled to make criticisms or
recommendations upon any matter mentioned either in the
Accountant-General's report on the accounts or in the Auditor-
General^ remarks on them (except as regards the Laccadive
Islands and Minicoy), whether such matters concern expenditure,
voted or non-voted, or receipts. It has further specifically to
satisfy itself that the money voted by the Council* has been
apent within the scope of the demand; and it has to report to the
Council .
(i) every reappropriation from one voted grant to another;
(ii) every reappropriation within a voted grant which
(a) has been made contrary to the rules regulating the function
of the Finance department, or (6) has had the effect ^of increasing
the expenditure on an item, the provision for which has been
specifically reduced by a vote of the Council; and
(iii) all expenditure which the Finance department has
requested the Committee to bring to the notice of the Council.
For each of the years 1921-22 to 1924-25, the Acconntaat-
General prepared his Audit and Appropriation Reports separately;
the Audit Report was received by Government about aix months
before the Appropriation Report and in coiwfeqnence the Com-
mittee was asked to consider the Audit Report before and inde-
pendently of the Appropriation Accounts. For 1925-26 however